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Dear Parents/Guardians,

Happy new year to all our students and families. Thank you for taking the time to read the following information for January.

Aladdin

We are all very excited about our performance of “Aladdin” which takes place next Wednesday 15th January at 7.30pm in Mullingar Arts Centre. Tickets available in the school office. I urge full attendance at school next Monday 13th as this will be our final rehearsal with our 2 tutors.
On Wednesday 15th all children will arrive in school as normal.  All pupils participating in the show will travel by bus at 9.45am to the Arts Centre where we will spend the full day rehearsing. Pupils are asked to wear a black long or short sleeved t- shirt , black leggings/ shorts  and black shoes/runners on this day. These will be worn under their costumes. Children will be required to stay in the Arts Centre under the supervision of the teachers, until the show begins at 7.30pm.Please bring packed lunches and drinks.
The Parents Association have kindly offered to buy pizzas for the pupils to eat in the Arts Centre. Following the performance, pupils will travel home with their parents. 

Ger Gavin will record a DVD of the performance on the night which will be available for purchase afterwards.

We look forward to seeing a great turnout of support for the pupils who have worked extremely hard since September in preparation for their big performance!

Swimming

Swimming lessons for 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th classes began on Monday 6th and will run for 7 weeks. Thank you to those who have paid to date. I would ask that all outstanding monies be paid to the school office please.

Open Day 

This year we will be holding an Open Day in our school on Sunday 26th January from 2- 4pm. This will be an opportunity for us to invite new parents/ families to visit the school and view all we have on offer here in St. Joseph’s. Please spread the word and help us promote our school as best we can! 
Enrolment Week

Enrolment week will be held during the week of Monday 27th January - Friday 31st  January. Parents wishing to enrol their child for September 2020, may call to the school during that week to collect an enrolment form. 
Catholic Schools Week 2019
This will be celebrated in the school during the week of Monday 27th January – Friday 31st January.  We hope to celebrate Grandparents’ Day on Wednesday 29th January.   (Further details to follow).
Panto in Gainstown
Children from Junior/Senior Infants, 1st/2nd classes and the Reach Class will be attending the panto “Dick Whittington” in Gainstown N.S. on  Monday 20th January  . The Parents Association have kindly offered to pay for the bus. The cost per child for the panto is €3 please. 
Before/after school supervision

Under our School insurance policy with Allianz Insurance we are requested to remind you of the following information:

“The school will open to receive pupils at 9.10 am. No responsibility is accepted for pupils arriving before this time. Classes end each day at 1.50pm for Junior and Senior Infants and 2.50pm for all other classes. Parents who wish to have their children escorted home should make their own arrangements to have them met at the school gate no later than 1.50 pm for Infants and 2.50pm for all other classes as the school cannot accept responsibility for looking after children after that time”.   Allianz Insurance

I would request that children make their way promptly to the gate or to their car upon dismissal as no playing in the schoolyard is permitted after dismissal.
First Confession
2nd class children will celebrate the sacrament of First Penance on Thursday 27th February at 7.30pm in Milltownpass Church.

Midterm Break

School will be closed for midterm break on Thursday 20th and Friday 21st   February.
Children of the Eucharist
Pupils in 1st/2nd and 5th/6th have been once again been offered the opportunity to experience the programme “Children of the Eucharist” beginning on Tuesday 14th with 1st and 2nd class only.
        “… to enhance the faith of our children by guiding them gently and appropriately for their age in quiet prayer in the presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist”      (See Childrenoftheeucharist.ie for more details)
Station Teaching
Station Teaching in Numeracy continues in 1st and 2nd class at the moment, and Station Teaching in Literacy will begin in Junior and Senior Infants this month.
GAA Training

GAA training  begins on Wednesday  for Infants to 2nd class. Gumshields must be worn in accordance with GAA rules. 

Yours Sincerely
Pauline O’Hara

Principal

